Is it time to re-evaluate our use of acetaminophen in certain sub-groups of pregnant women?
New insight into the pharmacological mechanisms of acetaminophen raises questions about its possible safety in certain subgroups of pregnant women. Recent focus on acetaminophen's ability to modulate prostaglandin synthesis may require modification of its ubiquitous use in pregnancy. Further basic science, epidemiologic and clinical studies are required to explore the interaction of acetaminophen with placentation leading to vascular pathologic conditions during pregnancy.